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New Year it New Beginnings

When | was in
high school |

to get to col-
lege and start
a career. |
wanted SO
badly to be independent and live
in a town bigger than the one |
grew up in. Even more, | was
certain | would leave Michigan
and explore so many new and
exciting (and hot and sunny)
places.

God has a plan for all of us
though, and He lays it out in His
perfect timing. Instead of explor-
ing a bright big city, | went to
college at Grand Valley State (its
main campus is in Allendale,
Michigan - a town even smaller
than the one | grew up in). Then,
in 2002 | married my high school
sweetheart who was beginning
his career as an engineer in the
automotive industry. So where
did we end up buying a house
and settling down? Yep, right in
our home town of Dexter. Back.
To. Square. One. Or at least so it
seemed.

Then, in the summer of 2003 |

By: Natalie Nesbitt

happened to be at church one
Sunday when | glanced at the bul-

coul dn & tletinyaadi saw that St. Paul was

hiring a Parish Administrator. |

had been praying for God to give

me some direction in my career

and also wondering how | could
become more connected at
church. It never ceases to amaze
me that when your eyes are open

to how God is working in your life

and in the lives of those around

you everything suddenly seems so
clear, and God feels very close.

| was offered the job at St. Paul
and it has been a wonderful
twelve years. In my time here,
God has blessed my family by sur-
rounding us with wonderful peo-
ple. He gave to me co-workers
who have supported me, prayed
for me and quickly became my
extended family. God has also
brought some of the most amazing
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New Member Spotlight:

Meet Derek & Katie Schmitz

As with anything in life, it's easy
to get caught up in the routine,
sometimes not even thinking
about what you're doing as you're
doing it. You get up in the morn-
ing, drive to work, and do your
job. But maybe you've been doing
it so long you no longer really
think about the job you're doing,
or what's involved to complete
it.  The same could be said for
attending church. You go and you
listen to the sermon, you sing the
songs and say the prayers, but
does it hold meaning for you?

For Katie Schmitz and her hus-
band Derek, one of the reasons
they began worshiping at the
10:45 service, was to participate
in a more meaningful wor-
ship. Having grown up in Florida
and moved to Michigan in 2005,
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Coming Up in January

Week of January 1

Playing

Is science going too far?

Lifetree Café News 1
v\";Everyone else

As our New Year approaches we are gathering new : dis taken
ideas & resolutions for reaching out into our commu- ;
nity. One idea is to share our future topics with our X .
congregation, kind of a "heads up" on what's coming ¥ Weekiofdanuany 228  Week of January 29

soon to Lifetree. See what topics are coming to Life- - p ;_
= “Why Did By

tree Café in January (see right).

v B . » 3 S
| %1 Survive?’ | G’
Please scan these topics & pray that God reveals to . e - — 2 -

you someone who might enjoy and relate to one of
these specific conversations. Mark it on your calendar

& invite them to come with you to Lifetree Cafe that 2 A & Z , 3 CONFRONTING

evening! Don't be afraid that we will expect you eve-

ry week - come enjoy our Cafe when our topic is rele- : Questions from natural E V I l

vant to a friend of yours. Reach out, which is the : disasters and other
»action” required in outreach. QaUSHICESUICMIIARES  scrapes with death ONE MAN TAKES A STAND

e Al

Also - in regard to our topics: If you  have experience
with any of these topics and would like to share an

Second 50s - Wednesday, January 25th

.
expertds perspective, plea ~ B ®ikdse jdinus a8 W dhther at 11:30am on
Some great conversations in the past were enrlch_ed 22 — Wednesday, January 25th, for our monthly
by "those who had been there" - and we would like to P I2Y . .
guide cafe conversations in that direction Potiuck potluck lunch and speaker. Our special guest will

' {EUNCHEON/ be Cathy Mitchell from Story Point, a senior
Reminder: Lifetree Café meets for an hour, 7 -8 p.m. community. She will bring dességrt
on Mondays at 500 West Liberty, in the lovely old liv- the next step as our lives change fi rehab, health problems,
ing room of this home.  Conversations are guided by hospital stays, etc?p
video clips and a host. Any questions please call

Rayelene Mieske at: 734-769-0195.

Bible Journaling at St. Paul!

Next Journal Night- V .
Tuesday, January 10, 79 PM —'@—;—

Fine Arts Room at SPS
Come and go as you please and all are welcome!

You can use any Bible, a journal or even a sketch pad. Bring your own colored
pencils or use ours. It's really just a time of fellowship and to learn from each other
more ways to strengthen your walk with God through spending time in His Word.

If you would like to get notices of our meetings as well as updates email Sarah San-
key at slsankey@gmail.com . Sarah will also be posting the updates on the Ann
Arbor Bible Journaling Facebook page.
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Letter from our Congregation President

Dear Members of St. Paul,

As part of the ongoing efforts to address the future growth, viability, and financial needs of St. Paul, the Parish Council
chartered the Business Planning Group in January 2016 with express direction to identify major financial items con-
fronting the congregation and make recommendations to address them.

This group identified many areas of deferred maintenance that needed to be addressed. At the same time it also
made a recommendation that the various education activities of the church (Liberty SPECC and Infant Toddler pro-
gram) and (Earhart SPECC and K8 day school) be reviewed with the aim of them becoming financially self sustaining.

Through the 2016-17 budget preparation process operating shortfalls were identified at the SPECC Liberty site along
with potential major immediate expenditures for foundation repair or replacement at the Infant Toddler house and

lead abatement in both the Infant Toddler House and in parts of the sanctuary used for the SPECC program. Because
of the immediacy of the lead abatement costs (required to meet licensing requirements by August) and because of the
greater indications that there were major costs identified in general but not specifically quantified and because we

were well into the enrollment process for the 2016 -17 school year, the Executive Committee took the following ac-
tions:

Allocated $25,000 to cover the immediate lead abatement costs

Directed the Board of Education (the Board responsible for the SPECC activities) and the Principal, Bob Burgess, (the
senior line management individual over all of the day school and SPECC activities) to do a deep dive in the SPECC pro-
grams at Liberty and Earhart, including the Infant Toddler program, and report back to the Parish Council in the fall

with recommendations.

After the Board of Education analyzed the current programs, identified the necessary long -term capital repairs, and
reviewed the data with key Liberty staff, the Board of Education determined the current model for IT and SPECC was
unsustainable and therefore recommended 0¢é the disconti
The Parish Council accepted this recommendation at its December meeting.

Because the Liberty SPECC program was originally charte
ing this recommendation to the Voter ds Akwmayld 2017 & Tpma s p
(Earhart Campus fi Fine Arts Room) .

To facilitate congregational discussion, three 0infor ma
at our Earhart Campus at 7pm.  Additional meetings will also be scheduled for 1/15/2017 at our Liberty Campus
(between Sunday services during the Bible Class time) and at the Earhart Campus after the service.

Also, the presentation that the Board of Education made to the Parish Council is included in the link below. Copies of
this presentation will also be made available in print form at both worship locations.

This is a difficult recommendation. No one wants to see programs terminated that have been part of our church family
fabric for many years. However, just as God calls us to move out in faith, He also calls to be good stewards of the re-
sources He has provided. The ultimate discernment decision in this situation lies with the congregation. | request that
we all take extra time in prayer during the next few we
respond to it.

In Christds |l ove and bl essing,
John Burch, Congregation President
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Our St Paul Family

New Year i New Beginnings cont6d from cover

jokingly told Rich, o0ldm just notdi gosnyg
hard when they | eavel! 6 | was mostly kid
o7 those friendships | realized how God puts people in your life at the times you

need them most and in turn He will put us in places where we are needed by oth-

- ers.

Now itds our turn to say goodbye. Af ter
would accept a 2-year international assignment with Bosch. Our family will be

~ moving to Stuttgart, Germany in late spring/early summer 2017. | truly believe

:_-.: God has prepared our family for this new adventure through the many years of

fll ove, support and faith building wedve

wedre ready to share that same | ove of C

il those living in the rest of our world.

As of December 29th | will no longer serve as the Parish Administrator at St. Paul, but we will remain faithful mem-
bers of St. Paul Lutheran Church & School. While we are away we will remember all of you in our prayers. Will you
keep our family in yours?

| was just a teen when | chose my confirmation verse from Matthew 28: 6 Ther ef ore go and make
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you al way s, to the verlhhadenidea o f
then how that verse would come to guide me again and again or where God would lead me - but He knew. He kept

my faith close to my heart so that | never wandered far from Him. He gave me a wonderful husband who loves our
family and trusts in the Lord. He gave me the opportunity to serve in a caring congregation so that | could witness

and learn from others how to be the hands and feet of Jesus. All of this, He did to prepare me for what He has
planned next. And we will trust in Him always - in this coming New Year and in all the years to come.

May God bless and keep you all,
Natalie and Rich (Avery and Ashtyn) Nesbitt

New Member Spotlight: Katie Schmitz Contdéd from cover

Katie and Derek sought out a church that held the same values as theirs while also being close to home.  They're looking
forward to engaging in some social opportunities at St. Paul, while participating in the congregation. They are also ex-
pecting their first child after the first of the year! Please welcome Derek & Katie to St. Paul. They usually attend the
10:45am service downtown.

John 17:17 simply but powerfully states, " Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth." We can come to church and
sing, pray, and listen. But we can also walk away retaining nothing, remembering nothing about the sermon because we
allowed ourselves to be too distracted by the things that need to be done by tomorrow or a deadline that needs to be
met. If we lose ourselves in this, we can't cling to the sure hope that is the Word of the Lord. His word is truth, and that
is enough. We need rest only in that.

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnNnnnnnnNnnNnnnnnnnnn

New Member Spotlights are written by St. Paul Member, Kelsey Kleimola. Stay tuned for more New Members Spotlights
coming soon!
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Caring and Serving
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St Pauh Thank You for Your Generosity!

The following charities have been greatly bl
VY o _
N Thanksgiving day:
N LCMS Disaster Relief welcomed a donation of.
\t/’ Friends in Deed recei véldo 6611.080L . wBa0s, saenndt at og i H
lThanksgiving Each of these agenci es prOV|de.essent|aI ser
to support them through your gifts.

Heartfelt thanks to the people who so g
this season. The school scholarship fun
#received gifts for each foster child th
huge delivery including backpacks, scho
under wear, personal care items and hous

donated for POBLO (People of the Book LI
and a few gift cards were donated for C
outpouring of | ove to our community in |

Give a Ride to Church?

St Paul is |l ooking for someone (or
el derly member with a ride to wor shi
Her name i s Margaret Newby and she |
Ni xon Rd. I f you can help by Dbringi

a Sunday or two a month shecwaulch b
of fice (info@stpaulanné&b6Badssorg) or

Heading to church?

Baby Bottle Boomerang: January A%ebruary 5
LIFE SUNDAY is January 15th! Created ¢ Redeemed ¢ Called

Beginning Sunday, January 15th we
will be distributing bottles for the
Baby Bottle Boomerang! Take a
bottle home, collect your spare
change (cash and checks much
appreciated too) and bring the filled
bottle back by Sunday, February
5th.

5

- ¢
) x
-
-
“But now thus says the Lord, he who arcated you .,

L|fe SeI’VICGS ‘Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 1 have called you by name, you are mine™ (s

We will offer the bottles at both
locations and we will be collecting
for both Arbor Woman and Family
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St Paul Youth

HEY ST. PAUL YOUTH! WHAT

Wed. Jan. 4th, 6:30 -8 p.m. 2 Public School 7th/8th Grade Confirmation Parent Meeting
Fellowship Hall, Liberty. The 7th & 8th grade Worship Service Reports are due by today. This
meeting will include updates and lots of information. 8th graders should have chosen their con-
firmation verse by today. Please bring it typed in the Bible translation that you prefer. We will
collect info on 8th graders height and weight for Confirmation robes.

Sun.Jan.8 ™, 10:30 -11:30 a.m. + Youth group goes to Moonwinks Café.
Bring a few $3$ for a beverage. Parent drivers needed.

Sun. Jan. 8th, 10:30 -11:30 a.m. - St. Paul School 7th/8th Grade Confirmation Parent Meeting,
Middle School classroom at the school. This meeting will include updates and lots of information.
7th & 8th grade Worship Service Reports are due by today. 8th graders should have chosen their
confirmation verse by today. Please bring it typed in the Bible translation that you prefer. We
will collect info on 8th graders height and weight for Confirmation robes.

Wed. Jan. 11, 6:30 - 8 p.m. Public School Confirmation Class Resumes
Liberty Campus, Brauer Hall Classroom

Fri. Jan. 13, 6:30 -8:30 Youth Staff New Year/Epiphany Party
Youth House. Dinner & brief planning meeting afterward. Spouses invited.

Sun. Jan. 15, 10:30 - DP %UHDNIDVW &OXE 37KH 5XVVLDQ &KXUFK’
Earhart in the library. Russian Christian Alla Shvetsova, special speaker, coming to talk about what
LWV OLNH WR EH &KULVWLDQ LQ 5XVVLD

Wed. Jan. 18, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Life Center Visits. ALL CONFIRMANDS & PARENTS
7th grade families will meet at Family Life Services, 2950 Packard Rd. Ypsilanti, Mi. 48197.
8th grade families will meet at Arbor Woman (625 E. Liberty St.) on the corner of State & Liberty St.
downtown. Meet our group at the Starbucks on the same corner at 6:15 p.m. and bring some money
for a beverage if you wish.

Sun. Jan. 22, 10:30 a.m. Melissa & Sean (CUAA Youth Intern), Thanks Party/Sending Celebration
in the library at Earhart.

Sun. Jan. 22, 6:30 +8 p.m.

High School Conversation Café.

At the Youth House. Bring friends. Food and great, open discussion.
Todays topic: Giving Up on God, Atheism today.

Sat. Jan. 28, 9:00 a.m. - 12 noon,  "Joining Jesus" Confirmation Retreat. Youth Only.
At Liberty St. in the Fellowship Hall downstairs. This retreat is part of your child's confirmation
instruction .

Sun. Jan. 29, 9:30 -10:30 a.m. Youth Going Downtown to Café/Washtenaw Dairy.
Bring a few $$ for a beverage. Meeting at the Youth House.

Sun. Jan. 29, 10:30 - DP %UHDNIDVW &OXE 3=RPELHV YV -HVXV’
Breakfast and an interesting discussion! Pastor Neuendorf hosting.
Library at Earhart.



